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to make the most productive use of its 
resources: 

1. Needs Assessment. AHRQ conducts 
needs assessments through a variety of 
mechanisms including expert meetings, 
conferences, and consultations with 
stakeholders and customers of its 
research, publishing notices for 
comment in the Federal Register, as 
well as regular meetings with its 
National Advisory Council and 
government leaders. The results of these 
assessments are used to determine and 
prioritize information needs. 

2. Knowledge Creation. AHRQ 
supports and conducts research to 
produce the next generation of 
knowledge needed to improve the 
health care system. 

3. Translation and Dissemination. 
AHRQ’s commitment to research 
extends beyond knowledge generation. 
AHRQ believes that findings must be 
useful and made widely available in 
accessible formats to practitioners, 
patients, and other decisionmakers. In 
addition, AHRQ synthesizes and 
translates knowledge into products and 
tools in order to support its customers 
in problem solving and decision 
making. AHRQ actively disseminates 
the knowledge, products, and tools to 
appropriate audiences. Effective 
dissemination involves forming 
partnerships with other organizations 
and leveraging resources. 

4. Evaluation. In order to assess the 
ultimate outcomes of AHRQ research, 
the Agency is placing increased 
emphasis on the evaluation of the 
impact and usefulness of Agency-
supported work in health care settings 
and policymaking.

Dated: June 18, 2002. 
Carolyn M. Clancy, 
Acting Director.
[FR Doc. 02–15865 Filed 6–20–02; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: AHRQ seeks 
recommendations on priority issues in 
children’s health services for potential 
inclusion as topics of research in a 

planned large-scale longitudinal study 
of children’s health outcomes. The goal 
of AHRQ’s role in the study is to 
generate new knowledge that can be 
incorporated into practice and policy. 
The purpose of this announcement is to 
solicit broad input from clinical and 
social scientists, researchers, clinicians, 
health systems leaders and others 
regarding priority issues for research 
which could be addressed in this study. 
Recommendations received will be 
compiled and discussed at an expert 
workshop convened to discuss the role 
of health services research in this study 
and to plan research hypotheses and 
methods. This request for suggestions 
and the expert meeting are preparatory 
steps for submission of hypotheses for 
consideration into the National 
Children’s Study.
DATES: Please submit comments on or 
before July 2, 2002.
ADDRESSES: Submissions should be brief 
(no more than three pages per 
recommendation), and may be in the 
form of a letter or e-mail, preferably 
with an electronic file in a standard 
word processing format on a 31⁄2 inch 
floppy disk or as an e-mail attachment. 
Responses to this request should be 
submitted to: William Lawrence, M.D., 
Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality, 6010 Executive Blvd., Suite 
300, Rockville, MD 20852, Phone: (301) 
594–4040, Fax: (301) 594–3211, E-mail: 
wlawrence@ahrq.gov. 

In order to facilitate handling of 
submissions, please include full 
information about the person submitting 
the recommendation: (a) Name, (b) title; 
(c) organization, (d) mailing address, (e) 
telephone number, and (f) e-mail 
address. Please do not use acronyms. 
Electronic submissions are encouraged 
to wlawrenc@ahrq.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
William Lawrence at (301) 594–4040 or 
at wlawrence@ahrq.gov. All responses 
will be available for public inspection at 
AHRQ’s Center for Outcomes and 
Effectiveness Research weekdays 
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Arrangements for reviewing the 
submissions may be made by calling 
(301) 594–4040.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
The National Children’s Study (NCS) 

represents a unique opportunity to 
understand the impact of health services 
on children’s health and development 
within a large-scale, longitudinal study 
of children. This study would combine 
AHRQ’s commitment to health services 
research on one of its priority 
populations: children, and two of its 

strategic goals: to support improvements 
in health outcomes and identify 
strategies to improve access, foster 
appropriate use, and reduce 
unnecessary expenditures.

Therefore, the NCS is a proposed 
longitudinal study of a cohort of 
approximately 100,000 children, 
following them from before birth 
through age 21 years old. This large-
scale study seeks to examine the impact 
of physical, psychological, social, and 
economic environmental factors on 
children’s health and development. 
AHRQ is seeking written suggestions as 
to the priority issues for research into 
children’s health care services that 
should be addressed in the NCS. Issues 
should be considered priorities for this 
study if their impact has not been 
adequately studied in other research, if 
their impact can only be evaluated in a 
large study such as this, and if there is 
a large potential for impact on 
children’s health. Supporting rationale 
and suggestions for research strategies 
should be included. 

Nature of Recommendations 
Suggestions should address one or 

more of the following: 
• Age group to be studied: The nature 

of the proposed study will be to follow 
children from birth through age 21; for 
some of the cohort, mothers may be 
recruited during pregnancy or even 
preconception. Thus, participants will 
be followed in this study throughout 
childhood and possible before birth. 
However, we are seeking 
recommendations for specific age ranges 
to be studied for priority issues. 

• General population or priority 
population to be studied: Should health 
services research within the NCS be 
focused on the needs of priority 
populations (as defined by AHRQ: racial 
and ethnic minorities, low-income 
populations, people living in rural areas 
and inner-city areas, and people living 
with chronic illnesses and/or 
disabilities), the needs of children 
insured through public programs, or the 
general pediatric population? 

• General health care or specific 
conditions: Some research questions 
require specific tracer conditions (e.g., 
asthma, depression, etc.) to adequately 
study, whereas other questions may be 
best studies with a broad range of health 
services and conditions. Specific 
conditions studied in the NCS would 
need to be of sufficient prevalence or 
incidence that a sufficient number of 
children with the condition could be 
recruited in a population sample of 
100,000 children. AHRQ seeks 
recommendations for priority 
conditions and issues in general health 
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care, with rationale including the 
importance of the topic and assurance of 
sufficient number of children in the 
study to adequately study the priority 
issues. 

• Environmental factors: For those 
exposures in the physical, social, and 
economic environment that have a 
detrimental effect on children’s health 
and development, health services may 
have a positive effect by preventing the 
exposure on ameliorating the impact of 
the exposure on health. AHRQ seeks 
recommendations with rationale for 
priority issues concerning 
environmental exposures, broadly 
defined, in which health services may 
impact on the relationship between 
exposure and health outcomes. 

• Components and structure of health 
services: What organizational and 
delivery components of child health 
care settings and characteristics should 
be examined for their impact on 
children’s health outcomes? What 
specific processes should be studied? 
AHRQ seeks recommendations for study 
of a broad variety of health services, 
including not only care delivered in 
traditional inpatient and outpatient 
settings, but also care delivered through 
the community, the educational system, 
the juvenile justice system, and other 
venues. Recommendations should be 
given within the broad categories of 
mental health services, dental health 
services acute and chronic medical care 
services, services for people with 
disabilities, community health, 
prevention and anticipatory guidance, 
obstetric and perinatal services, and 
other. 

• Content area of research priorities: 
The Institute of Medicine, in their 2001 
report Crossing the Quality Chasm: A 
New Health System for the 21st 
Century, identified six critical 
determinants of quality of health 
services: safety, effectiveness, patient-
centeredness, timeliness, efficiency, and 
equity. In addition, care can impact on 
children with different needs, 
including: staying healthy, getting 
better, living with illness, end of life 
care. The framework of quality criteria 
and children’s needs from the health 
care system form a matrix within which 
research priorities in children’s health 
services can be considered. AHRQ is 
seeking research priorities within these 
content areas. 

• Outcomes to be measured: What are 
the most important child health 
outcomes, long and short term, for 
which it would be important to study 
the relationship with structures and 
processes of health care under study? 

• Methodologic issues: The study of 
health services within the NCS must 

take place within the constraints of the 
main study design. Within these 
constraints, what critical design issues 
need to be considered in a large-scale 
study of health services? Example issues 
in this category could include: 
oversampling of specific populations, 
time points for measurement, or 
inclusion of nested studies. Comments 
on the relative advantages or 
disadvantages of different methodologic 
approaches to answering study 
questions in priority research areas are 
also welcomed. For example, which 
questions can be addressed with 
observational data and which with data 
from intervention studies? 

• Other issues in child health care 
services that do not fit into the 
categories above.

Dated: June 14, 2002. 
Carolyn M. Clancy, 
Acting Director.
[FR Doc. 02–15788 Filed 6–20–02; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Administration on Aging 
announces that under this program 
announcement it will accept 
applications for funding in fiscal year 
2002 under the Older Americans Act, 
title VI, Grants for Native Americans, 
part B-Native Hawaiian Program. 

Purpose of grant awards: The purpose 
of these grants is to provide nutrition 
and supportive services to Native 
Hawaiian elders. 

Eligibility for grant awards and other 
requirements: Eligibility for grant 
awards is limited to public and/or 
nonprofit private organizations having 
the capacity to provide services for 
Native Hawaiians that (1) will serve at 
least 50 Native Hawaiian individuals 
who have attained 60 years of age or 
older, and (2) demonstrates the ability to 
deliver supportive services and 
nutrition services. For the purposes of 
title VI, part B, the term ‘‘Native 
Hawaiian’’ means an individual any of 
whose ancestors were natives of the 
area, which consists of the Hawaiian 
Islands prior to 1778.

DATES: The deadline date for the 
submission of applications is August 20, 
2002.
ADDRESSES: Application kits are 
available by writing to the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, Administration on Aging, 
Yvonne Jackson, Director, Office of 
American Indian, Alaskan Native and 
Native Hawaiian Programs, 330 
Independence Ave., SW., Washington, 
DC 20201 or by calling 202/619–2713. 
Applications must be postmarked on or 
before August 20, 2002. An original and 
two copies of the application are to be 
mailed to Margaret A. Tolson, Director, 
Office of Grants Management, 330 
Independence Ave., SW., Washington, 
DC 20201.

Dated: May 30, 2002. 
Josefina G. Carbonell, 
Assistant Secretary for Aging.
[FR Doc. 02–15654 Filed 6–20–02; 8:45 am] 
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Support for Epidemiology, 
Mathematical Modeling, and Tools for 
Monitoring the Impact of the Local 
Response to the HIV/AIDS Epidemic in 
Zimbabwe; Notice of Availability of 
Funds 

A. Purpose 
The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) announces the 
availability of fiscal year (FY) 2002 
funds for a Cooperative Agreement 
program for Support for Epidemiology, 
Mathematical Modeling, and Tools for 
Monitoring the Impact of the Local 
Response to the Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV/AIDS) 
Epidemic in Zimbabwe. 

The purpose of the program is to 
assist the CDC to provide support to: 

The Zimbabwe Ministry of Health and 
Child Welfare (MOHCW) in its mission 
of conducting epidemiologic studies of 
HIV/AIDS at a population level in 
Zimbabwe and conducting 
mathematical modeling studies of HIV 
infection. 

The National AIDS Council (NAC) in 
its mission of generating tools and 
training local District AIDS Action 
Committees to help monitor the local 
response to the epidemic of HIV/AIDS. 

Measurable outcomes of the program 
will be in alignment with one or more 
of the following performance goals for 

VerDate May<23>2002 22:20 Jun 20, 2002 Jkt 197001 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\21JNN1.SGM pfrm12 PsN: 21JNN1


